
Rainbow Circus Risk Assessment Table
Workshops, Classes and Tuition

Aerial activities 

Rainbow Circus acknowledges our responsibility to identify areas of risk and review and assess how they may be mitigated. Below, find a table illustrating our identified 
risks to activities, its likelihood and severity score accompanied by the controls and procedures in place to mitigate, monitor and evaluate risk. 
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Fall from height 3 3 9 • Use of good quality, well placed crash mats whilst teaching, 
performing or training

• Clear tuition of new moves
• Moves and skills taught will be appropriate

to the level the student is currently at
• Use of spotting where appropriate
• Teachers / Instructors to be qualified and to

deliver sessions in a manner approved by
awarding body and insurance company

• Full explanation of risks and safety measures to be given to all 
students / aerialists to ensure informed consent

Instructor

Director’s 
recruitment of 
qualified/experie
nced instructors

3 2 6 04/2025

Impact with others 3 3 9 • Ensure adequate clearance around aerial
equipment, both in the air and on the ground
below

• Ensure that class and workshop participants are made aware of 
others in the space and the correct amount of clearance required for
different activities. Teacher / Instructor to monitor this for 
participants.

Instructor/
assistants/
volunteers

3 2 6 04/2025
5

Rigging failure causing fall 5 4 29 • All rigging to be done by competent, trained professional. Rosie Rigging lead 5 2 10 04/2025



Rainbow (Director) is IRATA qualified and has trained in Rigging for
Aerial Performance.

• All equipment to be regularly inspected, recorded and maintained in
compliance with LOLER (where appropriate).

Directors 
recruitment of 
qualified/experie
nced rigger.

Damage to muscles, tendons or 
ligaments

3 4 12 • Ensure all participants warm up and cool down appropriately for the
level and duration of training and equipment

• Teachers/instructors to ask participants about existing injuries prior 
to training and avoid practise/instruction that may aggravate these

• Selection of moves taught/trained to be appropriate in level for 
those attempting them

• Tutors/instructors adequately trained in spotting techniques and 
able to manage rescues at the height participants are training.

• Ensure participants know that they can withdraw from activities they
do not feel they can safely perform

• Clearly demonstrate appropriate use of equipment and explain 
safety features. 

Instructors

Participant/
parent/carers/
guardians 

2 3 6 04/2025

Skin damage and mild bruising from  
equipment

2 5 10 • Instructors will demonstrate correct techniques and verbal 
instructions to minimise risk.

• Outline and agree to appropriate clothing for each activity. 
• Instructor to make participants aware of the risks of burns and 

abrasions and when they should cover/uncover certain areas of skin

Instructor

Participant/
parent/carers/
guardians 

1 3 3 04/2025

Low rigged aerial equipment coming 
into contact with head/face

3 2 6 • Ensure participants are made aware of the space requirements
• Instructor to be prepared to catch equipment when it is left swinging

and unattended however this is second in priority to any 
rescue/spots that may be required

• Equipment to be tied away appropriately or dismantled when not in 
use. 

Instructor/
assistant

2 2 4 04/2025

Crash mat as a trip hazard 3 2 6 • Use appropriate number of mats for activity
• Ensure adequate clearance around aerial equipment and crash mat

so that others persons are not in the vicinity and putting themselves 
at risk

• put away any unused crash mats to ensure the floor is clear and 
accessible

Instructor/
assistant

2 2 4 04/2025

Aerialist trapped in height in 
equipment

3 3 9 • Ensure aerialists are properly trained and aware of correct 
techniques

• Ensure aerialists are working to an appropriate level for their own 
capabilities 

Instructor/
assistant

Directors 

2 2 4 04/2025



• Instructors to be trained in safe spotting techniques and aerial 
rescue protocol

• Equipment to be rigged on an adjustable pulley system wherever 
practical

• Ensure students are aware of correct progression and regression so
that the activity is accessible without risking anyone’s safety. 

recruitment of 
qualified/experie
nced instructors

Equipment failure 4 2 8 • Follow manufacturers instructions for care of equipment
• All equipment to be regularly inspected, recorded and maintained in

compliance with LOLER (where appropriate).
• Monitor continuous use/age of item.

Instructor

Directors  to 
keep an 
inventory of 
equipment and 
assess safety 
before an after 
every usage.

4 1 5 04/2025



Impact Likelihood - 
Remote 1

Likelihood - 
Unlikely 2

Likelihood - 
Possible 3

Likelihood - 
Probable 4

Likelihood -
Highly 
probable 5

Insignificant 1 1 2 3 4 5
Minor 2 2 4 6 8 10
Moderate 3 3 6 9 12 15
Major 4 4 8 12 16 20
Extreme / 
Catastrophic 5 5 10 15 20 25

Descriptor Score Impact on service and reputation

Insignificant 1
• no impact on service
• no impact on reputation
• complaint unlikely
• litigation risk remote

Minor 2
• slight impact on service
• slight impact on reputation
• complaint possible
• litigation possible

Moderate 3
• some service disruption
• potential for adverse publicity - avoidable with careful handling
• complaint probable
• litigation probable

Major 4
• service disrupted
• adverse publicity not avoidable (local media) 
• complaint probable
• litigation probable

Extreme/Catastrophic 5

• service interrupted for significant time
• major adverse publicity not avoidable (national media) 
• major litigation expected
• resignation of senior management and board
• loss of beneficiary confidence


